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RACING INDUSTRY - GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES 

744. Mr S.R. HILL to the Minister for Racing and Gaming: 
Will the minister inform members of the initiatives the government has planned to further assist the Western 
Australian racing industry? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Geraldton for the question and his obvious interest in racing in Western Australia.  I have 
great news for the Western Australian racing industry; that is, today I introduced into the Parliament a bill to 
implement the government’s commitment to tax cuts for the industry.  The Carpenter government will be 
undertaking another round of tax cuts for the racing industry, commencing on 1 July next year.  We implemented 
the first round of tax cuts in 2001.  The second round will take place next year.  In total, it will mean over the 
two rounds of tax cuts this government will have reduced the total taxation take from the racing industry by 
30 per cent.  That will mean that, over the two terms of the Gallop and Carpenter governments, the racing 
industry will have benefited from a total of $60 million worth of tax cuts.  In addition, a $20 million capital 
grants scheme will be implemented for country racing venues, from which electorates of members on both sides 
of this chamber will be the beneficiaries.  Over the eight years, the industry will have enjoyed $80 million worth 
of benefits through these two initiatives.  The racing industry is booming and these initiatives will provide 
improvements.  I look forward to the opposition’s support for these reforms.  I hope the Leader of the Opposition 
can drive them through the party room before supporting them in this chamber.  I am sure the opposition 
spokesman on racing will be right behind me in passing these reforms and defeating anyone in the upper house 
who wants to stop them being passed by Parliament.  We will not be organising compensation for the 
Commissioner of State Revenue as a result of these tax cuts!   
 


